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Key Findings: 
 

 60% growth in the number of student registrations on to UG courses in Health and 
Social Care with level 3 vocational qualifications between 2007/2008 and 2009/2010 

 

 Students with highest entry qualifications listed as level 3 vocational qualifications in 
Health and Social Care are increasingly registering for longer courses and courses 
with higher entry tariffs 
 

 Over half of all level 3 vocational students registering onto UG courses in Health and 
Social Care at the University of Worcester have progressed from local FE colleges 
 

 Marked decline in the proportion of level 3 vocational students registering on a UG 
course in Health and Social Care at the University of Worcester whose last place of 
study was a local FE college. 

 
Introduction 
 
This briefing paper is part of larger research into the progression of vocational learners into Higher 
Education in Herefordshire and Worcestershire from 2005/06 to 2009/10, and draws on data from FE 
colleges as well as the University of Worcester. The research draws on student registrations on to a 
sample of HE courses. The data from participating institutions was incorporated into a single 
database and this was used to generate the information in this research.  
 
Two methodological difficulties were encountered in the collection and collation of data for this 
research. First, the two commonly used data sets were insufficiently detailed to provide the level of 
analysis required. The Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) data sets did not differentiate 
between vocational and non-vocational learners; and the University and Colleges Application System 
(UCAS) data did not include highest entry qualification and mode of study, and was not available for 
part-time learners. Second, Higher Education Institutions and Further Education Colleges do not 
collect the same data from their HE students. Thus the initial data from providers was not comparable. 
In consequence, the research developed a single data set that was based on registration to the first 
year of an undergraduate course, but where data related to individual students. Whilst this provided 
good quality data the sample size was too large particularly where it was necessary to manually 
check student files. The sample size was therefore scaled down to focus on just those students who 
were registering for an Undergraduate course within the subject area of Health and Social Care (see 
appendix A).  
 
Finding 1 - 60% growth in the number of student registrations on to UG courses in Health and 
Social Care with level 3 vocational qualifications between 2007/2008 and 2009/2010 
 
Overall the research identifies a 32% increase in the number of UG registrations in Health and Social 
Care over the five years (2005/06 to 2009/10), compared to a 70% increase across all three 
curriculum areas considered in the wider research. In addition the research identifies a different 
pattern of change in student registrations on to courses in Health and Social Care compared to all 
three curriculum areas.  
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In addition, the findings from the wider research point to a 42% increase in students entering 
undergraduate courses with level 3 vocational qualifications, whilst the evidence from Health and 
Social Care (Chart 1) shows an overall increase of just 1% over the five years. Within this 1% 
increase over 5 years there is a marked decline of 36% (87 students) from 2005/06 to 2007/08 and an 
increase of 60% (91 students) from 2007/08 to 2009/10. In contrast, the registrations of students with 
‘level 3 A/AS levels’ increased 176% (80 students) between 2005/06 and 2007/08 and then dropped 
by 40% (50 students) from 2007/08 to 2009/10. Interestingly the data also shows an increase of 108% 
(103 students) with level 4 or above qualifications over the five years, with most of the increase 
between 2007/08 and 2009/10. 
 

 
 
Large fluctuations in the types of qualifications held by students registering for UG courses in Health 
and Social Care may suggest significant changes in provision, recruitment practice or in student 
expectations, that may warrant further research. Indeed the scale of these fluctuations can be clearly 
seen in the proportions of students enrolling with level 3 vocational and A/AS level qualifications. Here 
the students registering with level 3 vocational qualifications as a proportion of all level 3 qualifications 
swings from 84% to 55% and back to 76% over the five year period.   
 
The proportional split between the level 3 categories across the period are: 
 

Summary of 
Entry Qual. 

2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2009/2010 Average 

A/AS Level 16% 22% 45% 36% 24% 29% 

Vocational Quals 84% 78% 55% 64% 76% 71% 

 
Given the large swing in these proportions, and the rapid change in student numbers it does not seem 
appropriate to consider the 5 year trend, and the research instead suggests that the period 2007/08 to 
2009/10 is the most significant, as it coincides with new course development and reflects increasing 
need for degree level study in the field of Health and Social Care.  
 
Thus, whilst the data shows a 32% overall increase in registrations on to UG courses in Health and 
Social Care between 2005/06 and 2009/10, and whilst the five year trend for registrations by students 
with level 3 vocational qualifications is flat, it also identifies rapid growth (60%) in the number of 
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students with level 3 vocational qualifications registering on to UG courses in Health and Social Care 
between 2007/08 and 2009/10.  
 
 
Finding 2 ï Students with highest entry qualifications listed as level 3 vocational qualifications 
in Health and Social Care are increasingly registering for longer courses and courses with 
higher entry tariffs 
 
Whilst the proportion of students holding level 3 vocational qualifications has swung wildly over the 5 
years, the data provides evidence of steady change in the types and duration of UG courses that 
students with level 3 vocational qualifications enrol onto (Chart 2). It should be noted that Chart 2 only 
considers the three largest categories. Thus in 2005/06, 81% of students with highest entry 
qualifications listed as level 3 vocational qualifications registered on to a Dip HE, by 2007/08 this had 
reduced to 57% and by 2009/10 this had further reduced to 38%. Over the same time period, there 
has been a gradual increase in registrations to Foundation Degrees and First Degrees.  
 

 
 
As First Degrees require higher entry grades than Dip HE, the data could indicate an increase in the 
level of achievement on level 3 vocational awards. However it is also possible that an increase in 
registrations on to Foundation Degrees and First Degrees may reflect changes in Health and Social 
Care provision, career structures in the sector and the wishes of the employers and sector skills 
councils involved in curriculum development. Indeed the research also shows a gentle movement 
away from Dip HE and onto First Degree for students holding a level 3 A/AS level qualification, and a 
three-fold increase in registrations to First Degrees by students with highest entry qualifications listed 
as level 4. Consequently it seems probable that the increase in vocational students enrolling for 
longer courses reflects changes in provision and changes in career structure and sector requirements 
for graduates. 
 
In addition, the involvement of regional and local LLNs in the design, development and marketting of 
Foundation Degrees may have been an important factor in the increase in level 3 vocational learners 
since 2007/08. This is supported by the stepped- change in the provision of Foundation Degrees 
which resulted from the introduction of larger courses such as the FD in Counselling.  
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Finding 3 - Over half of all level 3 vocational students registering onto UG courses in Health 
and Social Care at the University of Worcester have progressed from local FE colleges 
 
The data provides evidence of the last place of study for students registering on to UG courses in 
Health and Social Care across the time period. This shows that over half of the students registering 
last studied at a local FE college, but that this has declined markedly over the time period. The 
institutions with the strongest progression to University of Worcester are Worcester College of 
Technology and North East Worcestershire College – which account for over a quarter of all 
vocational students registering onto UG courses in Health and Social Care. 
 

Chart 3: Health & Social Care  
Number & Percentage of Level 3 Vocational Students 

 Progressing from a Local FE College on to an Undergraduate Course  
at the University of Worcester from 2005/2006 ς 2009/2010 

 

 
 

  

Hereford College of Arts
4 Students (0%)

Hereford Sixth Form College
4 Students (0%)

Halesowen College
7 Students (1%) Gloucestershire College

14 Students (1%)

Ludlow College
16 Students (2%)

Stourbridge College
18 Students (2%)

South Worcestershire College*
37 Students (4%)

Worcester Sixth Form College
46 Students (5%)

Herefordshire College of 
Technology

54 Students (6%)

Kidderminster College
59 Students (6%)

NEW College
102 Students (11%)

Worcester College of Technology
146 Students (15%)

Institution Outside H&W LLN 
Partners

345 Students (36%)

Not Known
101 Students (11%)
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Finding 4 -  Marked decline in the proportion of level 3 vocational students registering on a UG 
course in Health and Social Care at the Univeristy of Worcester whose last place of study was 
a local FE college. 
 
The data shows a reduction in the proportion of level 3 vocational students progressing from local FE 
colleges, with a decline from 63% in 2005/06 to 37% in 2009/10. This change in the proportion of level 
3 vocational students from local FE colleges enrolling onto UG courses in Health and Social Care 
represents a reduction from 153 students in 2005/06 to 92 in 2009/10.  
 

 

 

 
Conclusions 
 
The data suggests that there have been significant changes in the progression of level 3 vocational 
learners into Higher Education over the period 2005/06 to 2009/10. Specifically there have been 
changes in the type and length of courses that they have registered. In addition the data suggests 
that, whilst the links between University of Worcester (the only HEI in the area) and the FE colleges 
are still important, there is a trend away from local progression in this curriculum area.  
 
It should be noted that the year 2007/08 appears to mark a significant change in many of the 
indicators, and this might be an area for further investigation. Possible causes include: changes in the 
related industries; changes in provision and funding; changes in recruitment practices; increased 
Foundation Degree activity (including the development and recruitment of courses in FE colleges, the 
active involvement of the Sector Skills Councils in regional initiatives, as well significant stakeholder 
involvement), or possibly it reflects wider changes in education and careers advice.   
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Appendix A 
 
Summary of Level 4 Courses included within the data for Health & Social Care: 
 

HNC in Counselling Skills HCT 

HND in Counselling HCT 

BTEC Professional Diploma in Therapeutic Counselling HCT 

NVQ in Leadership and Management for Care Services HCT 

NVQ in Health and Social Care HCT 

NVQ in Registered Manager (Adults) HCT 

DipHE UW 

First Degree UW 

Foundation Degree UW 

UG Credit UW 

HND UW 

Graduate Diploma Nursing UW 

BTEC Higher National Certificate in Advanced Practice WCT 

BTEC Higher National Diploma in Advanced Practice WCT 

Foundation Degree in Promoting Healthy Communities WCT 

NVQ in Health and Social Care WCT 

NVQ in Registered Manager (Adults) WCT 

 
 
Also included are all University of Worcester courses that relate to the following JACS 
codes: 
 
JACS Codes - Health & Social Care: 
 
B300 Complementary Medicine 
B700 Nursing 
B900 Others in Subjects allied to Medicine 
L500 Social Work 

 

 


